THE ZIA SUN SYMBOL

New Mexico's digtinctive ingignia i the Zia Sun Symbol, which
originated with the Indians of Zia Pueblo in ancient times. Jts
degign reflects their triGal phiCosophy, with its wealth of panthceistic
spiritualism teaching the Gasic harmony of all things in the
universe.

Four ig the sacred number of Zia, and the figure is composed of a
circle from which four points radiate.Thege points made up of four
straight Lines of varying Cength personify the number most often
used Gy the Giver of all good gifts.

To the Zia Indian, the sacred number is embodied in the ecarth, with
its four directions; in the year, with itg four seasons; in the day, with
the sunrigse, noon, evening, and night; in Cife, with its four divigions--
chibdhood, youth, mankood, and old a ge. verything is 6ound
together in a circle of Life and Cove, without Geginning, without end.
The Zia Gelieve, too, that in this great Grotherhood of all things, man
has four sacred o6ligations: he must develop a strong Gody, a clear
mind, a pure gpirit, and a devotion to the welfare of his people.
Guided Gy this Gistoric 6ackground, the flag of New Mexico was
wisely chosen, with the ancient Zia Sun Symb6ol in red on a field of
Spanish yellow.The symbol's proportions are fixed Gy Cegislative
act, with the four groups of rays set at right angles , the two inner
rays one-fifth Conger than the outer rays.The diameter of the circle in
the center ig one-third the width of the symbol.
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